American Iris Society
Founders of SIGNA Medal history

History by Clarence Mahan

This medal is restricted to species irises (SPEC) and is named
to honor the founding members of the Species Iris Group of
North American (SIGNA).

The first issue of SIGNA, published in April 1968, lists forty charter members of the
Species Iris Group of North America. The first organization meeting was held in May
1966. Roy Davidson was subsequently elected chairman of the new group and Betty
Rowe was elected secretary/treasurer. Bruce Richardson became the first editor;
Thomas J. Buckley was designated librarian; and Ruth Hardy agreed to take on duties
as seed exchange director.

One of the first acts of the new group was to publish the Species Iris Study Manual. The
success of the organization in its formative years was to a considerable degree the
result of the leadership skills of Roy Davidson and the editorial work of Bruce
Richardson.
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